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THE MACHAKOS COUNTY HEALTH SERVICES
(AMENDMENT) BILL, 2023

A Bill for

AN ACT of the County Assembly of Machakos to amend the
Machakos County Health Services Act No.7 of 2023 and for
connected purposes

ENACTED by the County Assembly of Machakos, as follows—
Short title

1. This Act may be cited as the Machakos County Health Services
(Amendment) Act, 2023.

Amendment of section 2 of No. 7 of 2021

2. The Machakos County Health Services Act; in this Act referred to
as “principal Act”, is amended in section 2—

(a) by deleting the definition of “Community Health Service
Provider”;

(b) by deleting the definition of “Dispensary” and substituting
therefor the following new definition—

“Dispensary” means a Level 2 health facility classified
and gazetted as such under section 25 of the Health Act No.
21 0f 2017,

(c) by deleting the definition of “Service” and substituting therefor
the following new definition—

“Service” wherever it is used to refer to an organ created
under this Act, has the same meaning as the word “entity”;

(d) by inserting the following new definitions in the proper
alphabetical order—

“Community Health Promoter” means a person trained
and engaged on a stipend by the County Government to
offer on a voluntary basis, essential community health
services at the community level and under the direction of a
community health assistant;

“‘County Health Management Team’’ means the County
Health Management Team established under section 5;

“entity” means the County Department of Health, the
Sub County Health Management Team, a dispensary, a
health facility, a health center, a hospital and sub-county
hospital and any other public health entity declared to be a
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county government entity under section 5(1) of the Public
Finance Management Act, 2012;

“Level 1 health services” means a community health unit
that offers essential community health services:

“Sub-county Health Management Team” means the sub-
county health management team established under section
8;

Amendment of section 5 of No. 7 of 2021
3. Section 5 of the principal Act is amended—

(a) by deleting subsection (1) and substituting therefor the following
new subsection—

“(1) There is established the Machakos County Health
Management Team.”

(b) Dby deleting subsection (2) and substituting therefor the following
new subsection—

“(2) The Team shall consist of—

(a) the County Executive Committee member responsible
for matters relating to Health who shall be the
Chairperson;

(b) the Chief Officer responsible for matters relating to
Medical Services;

(c) the Chief Officer responsible for matters relating to
Public Health;

(d) the Chief Officer responsible for matters relating to
Health Infrastructure and Development;

(e) the County Director responsible for matters relating to
Medical Services;

(f) the County Director responsible for matters relating to
Public Health;

(g) the County Director responsible for matters relating to
Health Products and Technologies;

(h) the County Director responsible for matters relating to
Health Programmes;

(1) the County Director responsible for matters relating to
Nursing Services;
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(j) the County Director responsible for matters relating to
Finance and Administration;

(k) the Medical Superintendent in charge of the County
referral  hospital to represent the medical
superintendents of Level 4 and 5 hospitals;

(1) one sub-county medical officer of health to represent
the sub-county medical officers of health who shall be
appointed by the Executive Committee Member;

(c) by deleting sub-section (3) and substituting therefor the
following new sub-section--

“(3) The Team may coopt an officer, an expert or a
consultant as may be necessary to assist in the discharge
of its functions.”

Amendment of section 6 of No. 7 of 2021

4. The principal Act is amended by deleting section 6 and substituting
therefor the following new section—

6. The Team shall be responsible for—

(a) co-ordinating the implementation of health-related laws
and policies in the County;

(b) providing leadership and stewardship for overall health
management in the County including strategic and
operational planning, monitoring and evaluation of health
service delivery in the County;

(c) collaborating with state and non-state actors at the County
and with other counties on health matters;

(d) undertaking the budget process for the Department;
(e) contributing to the preparation of cabinet memoranda;

(f) linking the County Department of Health with the National
Ministry responsible for Health;

(g) supervising sub county health management teams and
health facility management teams;

(h) mobilizing resources for County Health Services;

(i) establishing functional referral systems within the County
and with other counties, and between different levels of the
health care system in line with the sector referral strategy;

() quality and compliance assurance relating to health;
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(k)

)

co-ordinating research activities on matters relating to
health; and

carrying out any other function for the realization of the
objectives of this Act and as may from time to time be
assigned by the County Executive Committee Member by
Regulations.

Amendment of section 8 of No. 7 of 2021

5. The principal Act is amended by deleting section 8 and substituting
therefor the following new section—

8. (1) There is established for every sub county, a Sub-county
Health Management Team.

(2
of—

(a)

(b)
(©)
(d)
(©
(H
(g)
(3)

officer,

The Sub-county Health Management Team shall comprise

the Sub-county Medical Officer for Health who shall be
the Chairperson;

the Sub-county Pharmacist;

the Sub-county Public Health Nurse;

the Sub-county Public Health Officer;

the Sub-county Medical Lab Technologist;

the Sub-county Clinical Officer; and

the Sub-county Health Records and Information Officer.

The Sub-county Health Management Team may co-opt an
an expert or a consultant as may be necessary to assist in

the discharge of its functions.
(4) The Sub-county Health Team shall be responsible for —

(a)

(b)

(c)
(d)

coordinating implementation of all the health laws and
policies in the sub-county;

providing leadership and stewardship for overall health
management in the Sub-county including strategic and
operational planning, monitoring and evaluation of health
service delivery in the sub-county;

collaborating with state and non-state actors at the sub-
county on health services;

undertaking the health budget process for the sub-county;
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(e) linking the County Department of Health with the national
ministry responsible for Health;

(f) supervising sub-county health management teams and
health facility management teams;

(g) mobilizing resources for sub-county health services;

(h) establishing functional referral systems within and
between counties, and between the different levels of the
health care system in line with the sector referral strategy;

(1) quality and compliance assurance;

(j) coordinating research activities on matters relating to
health; and

(k) carrying out any other function for realization of the
purpose of the Act and as may from time to time be
assigned by the County Executive Committee Member by
Regulations.

Amendment of section 9 of No. 7 of 2021
6. Section 9 of principal Act is amended—

(a) by inserting the following new subsection immediately
after section (3)—

“(4) The Executive Committee Member may appoint an
officer to act in a position where the Board is yet to appoint
a person under subsection (1).”

Amendment of section 10 of No. 7 of 2021

7. The principal Act is amended by deleting section 10 and
substituting therefor the following new section—

Community Health Promoters

10. (1) The Executive Committee Member shall enlist such
community health promoters as may be necessary and who may
provide community health services at the community level on
voluntary basis.

(2) A Community Health Promoter shall be responsible for—

(a) delivering key health messages to households as outlined
in the Kenya Essential Package of Health;

(b) registering households for health-related matters;
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(c)
(d)

(e)

()

(@)

(h)

W)
(k)
M
(m)
(n)
(0)

(p)

guiding communities on health improvement and disease
prevention;

treating common ailments and minor injuries with
support and guidance from Community Health Assistants
including the implementation of community based
maternal and newborn health, and, integrated community
case management of common childhood diseases;

diagnosing and referring to a respective link facility, any
illness that a community health promoter is not able to
manage;

stocking the Community Health Promoter kit with
supplies provided through the respective link facility or
other mechanisms outlined in guidelines and strategies
with support from the Community Health Assistant;

promoting care seeking behavior and compliance with
treatment advice;

assessing the health situation in households and initiating
dialogue with household members to undertake the
necessary action for improvement;

promoting appropriate home care for the sick, supported
by Community Health Assistants and link facilities;

participating in community dialogue and action days
organized by Community Health Assistants;

participating in monthly feedback meetings as organized
by the Community Health Assistants;

advising and responding to questions from persons from
communities within a jurisdiction;

motivating members of the community to adopt health
promoting practices;

organizing, mobilizing and leading village health
activities;

maintaining household registers and keeping records of
community health related events; and

reporting to the Community Health Assistants, activities
they have been involved in and health problems they
have encountered that need to be brought to the attention
of higher levels.






