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THE BUNGOMA COUNTY EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION ACT, 2015

AN ACT of the County Assembly of Bungoma to
provide a framework for the establishment of
systems for the administration of early childhood

- education within the County, and for connected
purposes

ENACTED by the County Assembly of Bungoma, as
follows—

PART I—-PRELIMINARY

1. This Act may be cited as the Bungoma County
Early Childhood Education Act, 2015.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires—

“child” means a person.who is at least three years of
age and not more than eight years of age;

“ECDE” means Early Childhood Development and
Education;

“ECDE  teacher-in-charge” means a  head
administrator of an Early Childhood Development and
Education centre;

“children with special needs” means children whose
mental  characteristic, sensory abilities, physical
characteristics, emotional and social adjustment or
communication abilities are underdeveloped and include
children who suffer from long-term disabilities that affect
the body or emotions to the extent that learning growth and
development are affected;

“County Education Board” means the County
Education Board established under section 17 of the Basic
Education Act, 2013;

“County Government” means the County
Government of Bungoma;

“Executive Committee Member” means the County
Executive Committee Member responsible for matters
relating to education;

“Prescribed” means prescribed by the County
Executive Committee Member responsible for matters
relating to education;
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3. The object and purpose of this Act is to— S:g’;;;:nd

(a) establish a comprehensive early childhood
development and education system through an
aligned * continuum of county and private .
programmes, including early intervention, child
care, early childhood special education and
family support;

(b) provide for the establishment of the infrastructure
necessary to support the provision of quality
education in the early childhood education
system;

(c) promote the delivery of quality early childhood
education and provide a framework that enhances
the quality and efficiency of early childhood
education; and

(d) provide a framework for the establishment of —

@) a developmentally, culturally and
linguistically appropriate early childhood care
and education system including the
implementation of programme models,
standards and curriculum based on research
and best practices;

(i) a partnership between the National
government, the County and private
individuals or institutions and other relevant
stakeholders with an interest or expertise in
early childhood care and education.

4. All entities in this Act shall, in performing their Guidine
functions under this Act, be guided by the following e
principles—

(a) the right to free and compulsory education
enshrined under Article 53 (1) (b) of the
Constitution;

(b) co-ordinated  public participation in  the
formulation, implementation, monitoring and
control of policies and plans related to the
implementation of early childhood development
and education;

(c) a holistic approach towards meeting the
education and other development needs of the
child to ensure that their full potential is realised;



: D
2015 Bungoma County Early Childhood Education

(d) empowerment and capacity buildilig as a means
of facilitating the right to early childhood
education;

(e) recognition of parents and the family of the child
as the primary care givers and the role of the
community in providing an alternative support
system to the parents and an environment that
ensures the realization of the right to early
childhood education and development;

(f) equality, equity and non-discrimination in the
provision of early childhood education and the
recognition of children with special needs;

(g) transparency in the implementation of
programmes and activities relating to early
childhood education and the allocation and
utilization of public and private resources;

(h) ensure that interventions are based on objective

information and methods, monitoring
mechanisms and regular evaluations are
established, thus ensuring transparency in the
public management, social audit and taking into
account the needs of the population;

(i) accountability through developmentally
appropriate methods of measuring, reporting and
tracking a child's growth and development and
the improvement of the system's programmes;
and

() Identification and prioritization of communities
most at risk while striving to make the system
universally available to all those who wish to
participate.

PART II—RIGHT TO EARLY CHILDHOOD
EDUCATION ’

S. (1) Every child has the right to free and compulsory
early childhood education.

(2) The right to early childhood education shall be
enjoyed without discrimination, exclusion or restriction on
the basis of sex, race, colour, ethnic origin, tribe, birth,
creed or religion, social or economic standing, political or
other opinion, property, disability or other status.
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(3) For the enjoyment of the right to early childhoo
education, the County Government shall — :

(a)

(®)

©

(d

(e)

®

respect, protect, promote, prove, inform, monitor,
supervise and evaluate the right to early
childhood education and guarantee mechanisms
for its enforcement;

refrain from actions that undermine access to
early childhood education;

ensure the availability and accessibility of early
childhood education by all children within the

- County by making provision of sufficient access

to resources, funding and support and
maintaining an enabling environment in which
children can attain early childhood education;

provide an opportunity for the public to develop
their understanding on the need to support the
implementation of early childhood education and
for public participation in the formulation and
implementation of any service or programme
interventions towards early childhood education;

ensure the development of skills and capacity
building necessary for achieving an equitable and
effective early childhood education system in the
county; and '

provide and maintain a sustainable early
childhood education system and protect the early
childhood education from encroachment by any
public authority or any person.

(4) The County Government shall identify children
with special needs and put in place mechanisms to ensure
that such children have access to, and are provided with
early childhood education.

(5) The County Executive Member may make
regulations setting out the criteria for the identification of
children with special needs under subsection (4) for the
effective implementation of this Act. '

6. The department responsible for education in the
County shall, in promoting the right to early childhood
education— :
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