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THE MARSABIT COUNTY LIVESTOCK TRADE AND
MARKETS BILL, 2019

A Bill for

AN ACT of the County Assembly of Marsabit to provide for the
promotion of livestock trade and markets and for connected

purposes
ENACTED by the County Assembly of Marsabit as follows—
PART I—PRELIMINARY

Short Title

1. This Act shall be cited as the Marsabit County Livestock Trade
and Markets Act, 2019.

Interpretation

2. Inthis Act unless the context otherwise requires —

“Animal health inspector” means a person assigned the function by
the Chief Officer of the Department of Livestock for the purposes of this
Act;

“Auctioneer” means a person licensed under Section 10 of
the Auctioneers Act, Cap. 526;

“Cess” means local levy chargeable in the day to day activities in a
livestock market;

“County Executive Committee Member” means the Executive

Committee Member for the time being responsible for matters relating to
livestock;

“Electronic trading platform” means a platform for conducting
trading in livestock through electronic modes;

“Fund” means Livestock Sector Trust Fund established under Section
34 of this Act; |

“Livestock” means all domestic animals including cattle, camels,
goats, sheep, donkeys, pigs, poultry and rabbits;

“Livestock market” means a place gazetted as such by the County
Executive Committee Member;

“Livestock market supervisor” means a person from the livestock
department seconded by the Chief Officer of Department of Livestock to
supervise the daily operations of a market;
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“Market operator” means an individual, company, co-operative
society, community group or entity registered under the laws of Kenya and
licensed under Section 10 of this Act;

“Private entity” means any entity other than the National or County
governments or their agents;

“Stall” means any structure used for the purpose of trading within the
livestock market;

“Livestock Market Technical Committee” means the Livestock
Market Technical Committee as established under section 13 of this Act;

“Unfit livestock” includes all livestock declared as such by the
Animal Health Inspector.

Application of the Act
3. The provisions of this Act shall apply to Livestock markets
within Marsabit County. Operations of inter-county or inter-state livestock

cross-border trade shall remain guided by existing agreement and treaties
between States;

Objects of the Act
4. the objects of the Act shall be—
(a) to establish livestock markets in the County;
(b) to promote livestock trade in the County;

(c) to provide for the administration and management of the
livestock markets in the County;

(d) to promote effective and efficient operation of livestock
markets; and

(e) to provide linkages between livestock markets to other
supportive business enterprises and services.

PART II—ESTABLISHMENT OF LIVESTOCK MARKET
Establishment of Livestock Markets

S. (1) The County Executive Committee Member may by
notification, gazette a ‘place’ to be a livestock market for purposes of
trading and marketing of livestock.

(2) All livestock markets shall conform to the standards set out in
the rules and regulations under this Act.

(3) The County Executive Committee Member in consultation with
the. Technical Committee may by notification grant a license to a private
entity or individuals after examination of the credentials, experience and
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proposed plan to establish a market in a notified area for the purposes of
this Act with such facilities and with such capital investment as specified
by the County Government from time to time; Provided the license so
granted under this sub-section shall be suspended or cancelled for
violation of any provisions of the Act.

(4) The County may facilitate the establishment of livestock
markets within the County.

(5) The County may facilitate the designation of temporary
livestock markets within the county under special circumstances.

Management of Livestock Markets

6. (1) The County may delegate the operation and management of
the Livestock Markets to a licensed Market Operator.

(2) Where a market is designated as a temporary livestock market,
the County Executive Committee Member in consultation with the
Marsabit County Livestock Markets Technical Committee shall appoint an
ad hoc committee to operate and manage it.

(3) The ad hoc committee shall consist of five persons of who shall
include the following—

(a) a representative of the County Department of Livestock who
shall be the Chair of the Committee.

(b) two (2) representatives nominated by the local communities.
(c) arepresentative from the department of trade.

(d) an expert appointed from other stakeholders with knowledge of
livestock matters.

(4) The Committee shall determine the period the ad hoc committee
shall serve.

Community Participation in Management

7. The Market Operator shall in consultation with the Department
of Livestock, ensure community participation in the management of the
market.

Functions of the Market Operator
8. The Market Operator shall —
(a) manage the markets on a day to day basis;

(b) ensure regular repairs and maintenance of the market
infrastructure;

(c) safeguard all market infrastructure;
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(d) engage in the promotion and marketing of livestock
Markets;

(e) ensure transparency in revenue collection (fees and levies);
during the market days and the management of such levies;

(f) keep all relevant livestock m : :
required: arket data and information as ﬁ

() coordinate with the livestock market supervisor to support the

settling of grievances and arbitration between different actors in
the market; and

(h) ensure high standards of safety and hygiene in accordance with
the law and as maybe directed by the Animal Health Inspector
from time to time.

Livestock Market Register

9. The livestock market operator shall keep and maintain a
livestock market register to provide data and information as prescribed in
the rules and regulations under this Act. A copy of the data and
information shall be submitted to the Livestock Market Supervisor.

Construction of Stalls
10. (1) The County may construct or cause the construction of stalls
in the livestock markets. ®

(2) Where the livestock market 1s privately owned, the owner may
construct the stalls.

PART III—LICENSING MARKET OPERATORS
Application and issuance of a License

11. (1) A person shall not hold, operate or manage a livestock
market in the County without a valid license issued pursuant to the
provisions of this Act.

(2) The application for a license shall be in a prescribed form as
described in the rules and regulations and shall be issued under the seal of
the Marsabit County Government.

(3) The License shall be valid for one (1) year and may thereafter be
renewed.

Grounds for Objection, Suspension and Revocation of a License

12. The County Executive Committee Member may decline to
renew a license or may suspend or revoke a license on any one or more of

the following grounds—
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(a) violation of any provision of this Act, order, or regulation issucd
hercunder;

(b) selling or exchanging stolen or mortgaged livestock without
authority from the owner or mortgage;

(c) failing to meet any prescribed measures on sanitation of the
market, housing, holding, and feeding of livestock;

(d) in the case of livestock weighed on the licensee’s scales and sold
by weight, knowingly quoting incorrect weights or failing to
have his scales regularly inspected and tested;

(e) failing to pay for livestock after sale;

(f) being insolvent as determined by the Court; and

(g) poor or non-performance of duties and obligations as agreed.
Operation of The Markets During Suspension or Revocation

13. (1) The County Executive Committee Member in consultation
with the Marsabit County Livestock Markets Technical Committee shall
appoint a caretaker committee to operate and manage a livestock market
during the period of suspension or revocation of a market operator’s

license.

(2) The caretaker committee shall consist of five persons of who
shall include the following—

(a) a representative of the County Department of Livestock who
shall be the Chair of the Committee;

(b) two (2) representatives nominated by the local communities;
(c) arepresentative from the department of trade; and

(d) an expert appointed from other stakeholders with knowledge of
livestock matters.

(3) The committee shall be in place for a period of not more than six
(6) months provided that the County Executive Committee member may
offer an extension of this period under special circumstances for a period
of not more than a further six (6) months.

PARTIV —ADMINISTRATION OF THE LIVESTOCK
MARKETS

Establishment of Livestock Markets Technical Committee

14. (1) There is established Marsabit County Livestock Markets
Technical Committee.

(2) The Committee shall be reconstituted every three years.
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Composition of the Committee

15. The Exccutive Committee member in consultation with County
Executive Committee, and other relevant stakcholders shall appoint the
following members to the Committee—

(a) The Chiel Officer in charge of livestock department who shall
be the chair of the Committee;

(b) The Chief Officer for finance and economic planning or a
representative;

(¢) The County Director of Livestock who shall be the Secretary of
the Committee;

(d) The County Director of Veterinary Services or a representative;
(e) The County Director of Trade or a representative;

() The Chairperson of the County Livestock Marketing Council;
(g) A representative from the Office of the County Commissioner.

(h) Four representatives nominated by the local community and
appointed by the County Executive Committee Member.
Community Representatives appointed under this clause shall
serve for a maximum of one term of three years each; and—

(1) Two  representatives appointed by  the County
Executive Committee member from other stakeholders with
knowledge of livestock matters and who shall serve for a
term of three years.

(ii) Ensure that not more than two thirds of the composition of
this committee shall be of the same gender.

Functions of the Committee

16. The Committee shall—

(a) oversee the management of the livestock markets in the county;

(b) advise on the establishment of new markets and upgrading of
existing ones;

(c) advise the County Executive Committee member on how to set
livestock market days for each livestock market within the County;

(d) prepare and publicize a schedule for market days;

(e) Ensure establishment of accessible and efficient licensing
processes and procedures of livestock licenses;
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() ensure  that  only licensed livestock  market — operators
operate livestock markets;,

(&) ensure security within and outside the livestock markets;

(h) advise the Department of Livestock and the stakcholders on best
practices on livestock markets and trade;

(1) monitor and report on the performance of the Market Operators to
the county Executive Committee member on a regular basis;

() Jointly with other partners, build the capacitics of the local
communitics (o participate in livestock trade;

(K) put in place mechanisms to ensurc sharing of bencfits from the
markets with local communitics;

(1) provide and supervise all transition measures during  suspension
and revocation of the operator’s licensc;

(m)in liaison with livestock and veterinary department, undertake
regular education of the local communities on good practice for
livestock production and trade;

(n) ensure that livestock markets conform with the requirements of
this Act;

(0) prepare and publicize half yearly livestock trade and markets
performance reports to all stakeholders in the county;

(p) engage in the promotion and marketing of livestock markets; and

(q) appoint a Livestock Market Supervisor.

Dissolution of the Committee

17. The Executive Committee Member may dissolve the Marsabit
County Livestock Market Technical Committee with approval of the
County Executive Committee.

Functions of the Animal Health Inspector
18. The Animal Health Inspector shall—

(a) enforce the rules to protect livestock during transportation and
trade;

(b) ensure that the health and safety measures described in the Act
are complied with; and

(c) ensure that the livestock in the market meet the required market
standards.






